
 

  

April 2026 Newsletter 
 

 

Legislative Update 

HB 817 Will Not Advance During This Legislative Session. 

We extend our sincere thanks to Rep. Dixon McMakin, District 68, for taking 
the time to meet with a group of Federation members who lead their HOAs. 
Nearly all attendees reside in Rep. McMakin’s legislative district. The meeting 
was both constructive and collaborative. Rep. McMakin confirmed that he will 
not be advancing the bill this session. 

Looking ahead, the Federation has committed to working alongside Rep. 
McMakin over the next eight months to help identify ideas and solutions for the 
HOA concerns he has heard. Those present at the meeting included Margrett 
Fels (Oakbrook); Jerome Ducote and Mark Boudreaux (Beaumont Lane); 
Grady Taylor (Settlement at Willow Grove); Jay Poche (Woodchase); Roby 
Shields (Hidden Oak); Brien Dickson (Lakeside); Brad French (Stanwick 
Place); Charlie Robinson (Country Club of Louisiana); Ed Lagucki (Palm 
Hills/past president of the Federation); and Sherry Guarisco 
(HIghland/Federation President). 

We are deeply grateful to all our members—your emails and letters expressing 
your concerns were incredibly impactful. There is nothing more powerful than 
sharing your personal experiences. More updates will follow, but for now, thank 
you for voicing your perspectives with such passion and respect. 

Thank you! 
 

 



Title 20 

Last year the Federation worked with former Rep. Paula Davis on HB343 to 
correct R.S. Title 20.  We believe that Title 20 unfairly enriches a non-paying 
condominium owner.  HB343 passed both the Louisiana House & Senate 
without objection.  Unfortunately, Governor Landry vetoed the 
bill.  Please CLICK HERE to review our explanation of what Louisiana 
Condominiums now face with R.S. Title 20 and to view SR 18. 

This year the Federation is working with Senator Franklin Foil on SR18.  SR18 
passed favorably out of the Senate Judiciary A committee this week.  SR 18 
resolution kicks our Title 20 issue to the Louisiana Law Institute.  SR18 asks 
the Law Institute to study the feasibility of allowing an exception to Title 20 as 
we proposed last year.  The Federation will advocate with the Law Institute for 
their positive review and response.  
  

 

2026 Membership Renewal 

Our membership renewal for 2026 – wow! We are still awaiting a few 
payments, but the good news is that everyone has renewed or indicated they 
will renew, except for one member. Since we know the association recently 
experienced a turnover in long-time leadership, which we all understand, we 
have reached out to the new board in hopes that they will continue as 
members. So, for 2026, we now officially have 114 members with one more 
possible. We truly appreciate your dedication and support; your membership is 
the heart and strength of the Federation. Thank you! 

Please contact Steve Bradshaw, Treasurer, fgbrcatreasurer@gmail.com 

if you have questions or need assistance in renewing your membership.  
 

Crime Prevention and Improvement Districts update: 

The status of bills filed to create/modify Crime Prevention and 
Improvement Districts in East Baton Rouge Parish in the current 
legislative session are as follows and in summary these bills are moving 
along well. 

House Bill 127-Victoria Farms-passed the House and referred to the 
Senate Committee on Local and Municipal Affairs 
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House Bill 138-Parkwood Terrace- passed the House and referred to the 
Senate Committee on Local and Municipal Affairs 

House Bill 139-Parkview Oaks- passed the House and referred to the Senate 
Committee on Local and Municipal Affairs 

The status of bills filed affecting current Districts in the parish are as follows 
and these bills have not moved. 

House Bill 162-Increases allowable assessment for Jefferson Place/Bocage 
District- referred to the House Committee on Municipal, Parochial and Cultural 
Affairs 

House Bill 788-Adjusts the boundaries of the Melrose East District- referred to 
the House Committee on Municipal, Parochial and Cultural Affairs 

Unfortunately, another bill has arisen that is moving and will apparently have 
the effect of requiring boards that have the ability to assess fees (Crime 
Districts) to broadcast in real time, then record and place on line all public 
meetings regardless of their size, purpose or amount of revenue 
generated. House Bill 615 has been reported out of committee and is awaiting 
debate on the house floor. 

Also, the hearing for the bill can be viewed here and the bill discussion begins 
34 minutes into the video and lasts just under one hour. The only real 
opposition to the bill was from the Louisiana Municipal Association toward the 
end of the hour. The simplistic explanation to the committee was all you have 
to do is have someone with a cell phone record the meeting and then 
download it to YouTube. A more thorough discussion of the bill can be found in 
the fiscal note. 

It would be best if small boards, especially those with small budgets and 
without staff (Crime Districts) could be made an exception. 

Bob Harper, CPID Coordinator, can be reached at bharper3@cox.net. 
 

 

Please visit the Federation of Greater Baton Rouge Civic 
Associations website for more information on meetings, 

membership, and resources. 
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May 16 Election (5 Constitutional Amendments) 

The Public Affairs Research Council (PAR) is hosting a webinar on April 17, 
2026 at 11:00am to discuss the 2026 Constitutional Amendments. Registration 
required. 

The 2026 Guide covers the potential impact of five constitutional amendments 
the public will consider on the May 16 ballot. This nonpartisan, educational 
review helps you understand the issues and the proposed changes so you can 
develop your own positions on each proposition. 

CA No. 1 (ACT No. 223, 2025-RS - SB 8) - To authorize the addition or 
removal of positions in the unclassified state civil service by law 

CA No. 2 (ACT No. 218, 2025-RS - SB 25) - To grant St. George community 
school system the authority to operate a school system 

CA No. 3 (ACT No. 222, 2025-RS - HB 473) - To fund a teacher pay raise 
by paying down debt of the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana 

CA No. 4 (ACT No. 221, 2025-RS - HB 366) - To provide authority for a 
parish to classify and authorize exemptions relative to ad valorem taxes 

CA No. 5 (ACT No. 219, 2025-RS - HB 63) - To change the mandatory 
retirement age of judges from 70 to 75 years of age  

Additional information on the upcoming elections can be found at Secretary of 
State Quick Facts about May 16, 2026 election 

 

For more information, including details on early voting dates, please visit 
the Louisiana Secretary of State’s website . Your vote matters—make a plan 
and be sure to cast your ballot. 
 

 

 
 

 

Mark Your Calendar 
2026 Federation Meeting Dates 
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The Federation holds quarterly in-person meetings, with the possibility of Zoom 
meetings during the other months as needed. 

All meetings will be held at the EBR Main Library, Goodwood Branch, 7722 
Goodwood Blvd, with meetings beginning at 7pm. 
 
Upcoming meeting dates May 14, August 6, and November 12. 
 

  

    
 

Parish and City Government webpages: 

East Baton Rouge Parish Government 

City of Baker 

City of Central 

City of St. George 

City of Zachary 
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BREC Requests Public Participation 

 As part of its Master Plan, BREC is looking to re-develop the 133-acre Airline 
Highway Park into a regional sports destination. The multi-million-dollar project 
would serve the burgeoning youth sports tournament industry and the 
community, creating a sizeable economic impact by converting the park to a 
regional destination. Phased-in construction is slated to begin with ground-
breaking in 2027. 

Share your thoughts about BREC park improvements around City Park, 
University Lakes and Wampold Beach. Public input will help develop final 
plans and a survey can be accessed here to provide feedback.  The deadline 
to submit your input is April 17, 2026. 

BREC will hold a public meeting on April 22, 2026 for community members to 
provide input on a master plan being developed by Sasaki, a design firm 
coordinating the master plan for park (re) development.  Information on the 
actual location and time for this meeting has not yet been released by 
BREC.  For more information, please check BREC.org. 
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EBR Civic Data Session meetings announced 
Opportunity to be part of the solution!  

The EBR parish Library will be presenting a series of non-partisan community 
sessions focusing on civic transparency and public insight, with the end goal 
being to develop a new community I.T. tool to help residents better understand 
how our Parish operates. Everything from neighborhoods to budgets, public 
services, operations, and workforce data across the Parish and MetroCouncil 
districts will be discussed during the 2-hour sessions to help identify and 
prioritize issues. 

Citizen input is being requested from government leaders, non-profits, 
business and civic organizations and individuals with professional expertise to 
aid in the design of a new I.T. tool that, according to The Source, April 2026 
edition (page 7) supports "transparency, understanding and better decision-
making across the community".  

Please see the meeting dates, times and locations in this link:   
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Mayor-President Edwards Announces Historic Police Raise for BRPD 

Mayor-President Sid Edwards announced that he is proposing the largest 
across-the-board pay raise in history for Baton Rouge Police officers to help 
stem the loss of quality officers and to attract highly qualified recruits. 

The Mayor-President also said he will propose a pay increase soon for the 
parish’s Emergency Medical Services personnel, but he did not give details 
about that increase or when it would be proposed. 

Under the Mayor-President’s proposal, Baton Rouge police officers will receive 
a minimum increase of 15% for all sworn personnel and 3.5% for non-sworn 
personnel. The police chief's increase will be limited to 5.9%.  

The proposed police raise will be introduced at the Metropolitan Council’s 
March 25 meeting and will be considered for a vote by the Council on April 8. If 
approved by the Council, the increases would take effect May 16 and would 
appear on employees’ paychecks in June. 

The BRPD raises will be paid from the City-Parish’s general fund. They will 
cost about $7.5 million for the remainder of 2026 and $12 million annually 
thereafter. 

Baton Rouge Police Department Pay Increase Proposal   
  

 

SHREDFest 2026 

The Annual BBB Shred Fest will be held on Saturday, April 18th from 9AM–
Noon at the Baton Rouge Police Department, 9000 Airline Hwy.  

Drive through, drop off up to three boxes/bags of sensitive documents, and 
safely shred them on-site. You can also recycle old electronics like computers, 
phones, and hard drives. It’s FREE and the Greater Baton Rouge Food 
Bank will also be accepting donations and nonperishable food items at this 
event.  

Protect your information. Declutter your space. Give back to your community. 
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We encourage everyone to stay engaged with local happenings and 
upcoming meetings. If you have ideas for speakers, topics, or other ways 
in which the Federation can support your association, 
email fgbrca@gmail.com. 
 
Your participation helps shape our parish’s future…let us all work 
together in making East Baton Rouge Parish an even better place to live. 

Sherry Guarisco, Board President, sherryguarisco@gmail.com 
 

 

This message was sent to you by Federation of Greater Baton Rouge Civic Associations 

If you no longer wish to receive these emails, you can unsubscribe at any time. 
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HB 817 Will Not Advance During This Legislative Session. 

We extend our sincere thanks to Rep. Dixon McMakin, District 68, for taking 
the time to meet with a group of Federation members who lead their HOAs. 
Nearly all attendees reside in Rep. McMakin’s legislative district. The meeting 
was both constructive and collaborative. Rep. McMakin confirmed that he will 
not be advancing the bill this session. 

Looking ahead, the Federation has committed to working alongside Rep. 
McMakin over the next eight months to help identify ideas and solutions for the 
HOA concerns he has heard. Those present at the meeting included Margrett 
Fels (Oakbrook); Jerome Ducote and Mark Boudreaux (Beaumont Lane); 
Grady Taylor (Settlement at Willow Grove); Jay Poche (Woodchase); Roby 
Shields (Hidden Oak); Brien Dickson (Lakeside); Brad French (Stanwick 
Place); Charlie Robinson (Country Club of Louisiana); Ed Lagucki (Palm 
Hills/past president of the Federation); and Sherry Guarisco 
(HIghland/Federation President). 

We are deeply grateful to all our members—your emails and letters expressing 
your concerns were incredibly impactful. There is nothing more powerful than 
sharing your personal experiences. More updates will follow, but for now, thank 
you for voicing your perspectives with such passion and respect. 

Thank you! 
 

 

Title 20 

Last year the Federation worked with former Rep. Paula Davis on HB343 to 
correct R.S. Title 20.  We believe that Title 20 unfairly enriches a non-paying 
condominium owner.  HB343 passed both the Louisiana House & Senate 
without objection.  Unfortunately, Governor Landry vetoed the 
bill.  Please CLICK HERE to review our explanation of what Louisiana 
Condominiums now face with R.S. Title 20 and to view SR 18. 

This year the Federation is working with Senator Franklin Foil on SR18.  SR18 
passed favorably out of the Senate Judiciary A committee this week.  SR 18 
resolution kicks our Title 20 issue to the Louisiana Law Institute.  SR18 asks 
the Law Institute to study the feasibility of allowing an exception to Title 20 as 
we proposed last year.  The Federation will advocate with the Law Institute for 
their positive review and response.  
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2026 Membership Renewal 

Our membership renewal for 2026 – wow! We are still awaiting a few 
payments, but the good news is that everyone has renewed or indicated they 
will renew, except for one member. Since we know the association recently 
experienced a turnover in long-time leadership, which we all understand, we 
have reached out to the new board in hopes that they will continue as 
members. So, for 2026, we now officially have 114 members with one more 
possible. We truly appreciate your dedication and support; your membership is 
the heart and strength of the Federation. Thank you! 

Please contact Steve Bradshaw, Treasurer, fgbrcatreasurer@gmail.com 

if you have questions or need assistance in renewing your membership.  
 

Crime Prevention and Improvement Districts update: 

The status of bills filed to create/modify Crime Prevention and 
Improvement Districts in East Baton Rouge Parish in the current 
legislative session are as follows and in summary these bills are moving 
along well. 

House Bill 127-Victoria Farms-passed the House and referred to the 
Senate Committee on Local and Municipal Affairs 

House Bill 138-Parkwood Terrace- passed the House and referred to the 
Senate Committee on Local and Municipal Affairs 

House Bill 139-Parkview Oaks- passed the House and referred to the Senate 
Committee on Local and Municipal Affairs 

The status of bills filed affecting current Districts in the parish are as follows 
and these bills have not moved. 

House Bill 162-Increases allowable assessment for Jefferson Place/Bocage 
District- referred to the House Committee on Municipal, Parochial and Cultural 
Affairs 

House Bill 788-Adjusts the boundaries of the Melrose East District- referred to 
the House Committee on Municipal, Parochial and Cultural Affairs 

Unfortunately, another bill has arisen that is moving and will apparently have 
the effect of requiring boards that have the ability to assess fees (Crime 
Districts) to broadcast in real time, then record and place on line all public 
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meetings regardless of their size, purpose or amount of revenue 
generated. House Bill 615 has been reported out of committee and is awaiting 
debate on the house floor. 

Also, the hearing for the bill can be viewed here and the bill discussion begins 
34 minutes into the video and lasts just under one hour. The only real 
opposition to the bill was from the Louisiana Municipal Association toward the 
end of the hour. The simplistic explanation to the committee was all you have 
to do is have someone with a cell phone record the meeting and then 
download it to YouTube. A more thorough discussion of the bill can be found in 
the fiscal note. 

It would be best if small boards, especially those with small budgets and 
without staff (Crime Districts) could be made an exception. 

Bob Harper, CPID Coordinator, can be reached at bharper3@cox.net. 
 

 

Please visit the Federation of Greater Baton Rouge Civic 
Associations website for more information on meetings, 

membership, and resources. 
 

May 16 Election (5 Constitutional Amendments) 

The Public Affairs Research Council (PAR) is hosting a webinar on April 17, 
2026 at 11:00am to discuss the 2026 Constitutional Amendments. Registration 
required. 

The 2026 Guide covers the potential impact of five constitutional amendments 
the public will consider on the May 16 ballot. This nonpartisan, educational 
review helps you understand the issues and the proposed changes so you can 
develop your own positions on each proposition. 

CA No. 1 (ACT No. 223, 2025-RS - SB 8) - To authorize the addition or 
removal of positions in the unclassified state civil service by law 

CA No. 2 (ACT No. 218, 2025-RS - SB 25) - To grant St. George community 
school system the authority to operate a school system 

CA No. 3 (ACT No. 222, 2025-RS - HB 473) - To fund a teacher pay raise 
by paying down debt of the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana 
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CA No. 4 (ACT No. 221, 2025-RS - HB 366) - To provide authority for a 
parish to classify and authorize exemptions relative to ad valorem taxes 

CA No. 5 (ACT No. 219, 2025-RS - HB 63) - To change the mandatory 
retirement age of judges from 70 to 75 years of age  

Additional information on the upcoming elections can be found at Secretary of 
State Quick Facts about May 16, 2026 election 

 

For more information, including details on early voting dates, please visit 
the Louisiana Secretary of State’s website . Your vote matters—make a plan 
and be sure to cast your ballot. 
 

 

 
 

 

Mark Your Calendar 
2026 Federation Meeting Dates 

The Federation holds quarterly in-person meetings, with the possibility of Zoom 
meetings during the other months as needed. 

All meetings will be held at the EBR Main Library, Goodwood Branch, 7722 
Goodwood Blvd, with meetings beginning at 7pm. 
 
Upcoming meeting dates May 14, August 6, and November 12. 
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Parish and City Government webpages: 

East Baton Rouge Parish Government 

City of Baker 

City of Central 

City of St. George 

City of Zachary 
 

 

BREC Requests Public Participation 

 As part of its Master Plan, BREC is looking to re-develop the 133-acre Airline 
Highway Park into a regional sports destination. The multi-million-dollar project 
would serve the burgeoning youth sports tournament industry and the 
community, creating a sizeable economic impact by converting the park to a 
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regional destination. Phased-in construction is slated to begin with ground-
breaking in 2027. 

Share your thoughts about BREC park improvements around City Park, 
University Lakes and Wampold Beach. Public input will help develop final 
plans and a survey can be accessed here to provide feedback.  The deadline 
to submit your input is April 17, 2026. 

BREC will hold a public meeting on April 22, 2026 for community members to 
provide input on a master plan being developed by Sasaki, a design firm 
coordinating the master plan for park (re) development.  Information on the 
actual location and time for this meeting has not yet been released by 
BREC.  For more information, please check BREC.org. 
 

 

 

 

 

EBR Civic Data Session meetings announced 
Opportunity to be part of the solution!  
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The EBR parish Library will be presenting a series of non-partisan community 
sessions focusing on civic transparency and public insight, with the end goal 
being to develop a new community I.T. tool to help residents better understand 
how our Parish operates. Everything from neighborhoods to budgets, public 
services, operations, and workforce data across the Parish and MetroCouncil 
districts will be discussed during the 2-hour sessions to help identify and 
prioritize issues. 

Citizen input is being requested from government leaders, non-profits, 
business and civic organizations and individuals with professional expertise to 
aid in the design of a new I.T. tool that, according to The Source, April 2026 
edition (page 7) supports "transparency, understanding and better decision-
making across the community".  

Please see the meeting dates, times and locations in this link:   
  

 

Mayor-President Edwards Announces Historic Police Raise for BRPD 

Mayor-President Sid Edwards announced that he is proposing the largest 
across-the-board pay raise in history for Baton Rouge Police officers to help 
stem the loss of quality officers and to attract highly qualified recruits. 

The Mayor-President also said he will propose a pay increase soon for the 
parish’s Emergency Medical Services personnel, but he did not give details 
about that increase or when it would be proposed. 

Under the Mayor-President’s proposal, Baton Rouge police officers will receive 
a minimum increase of 15% for all sworn personnel and 3.5% for non-sworn 
personnel. The police chief's increase will be limited to 5.9%.  

The proposed police raise will be introduced at the Metropolitan Council’s 
March 25 meeting and will be considered for a vote by the Council on April 8. If 
approved by the Council, the increases would take effect May 16 and would 
appear on employees’ paychecks in June. 

The BRPD raises will be paid from the City-Parish’s general fund. They will 
cost about $7.5 million for the remainder of 2026 and $12 million annually 
thereafter. 

Baton Rouge Police Department Pay Increase Proposal   
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SHREDFest 2026 

The Annual BBB Shred Fest will be held on Saturday, April 18th from 9AM–
Noon at the Baton Rouge Police Department, 9000 Airline Hwy.  

Drive through, drop off up to three boxes/bags of sensitive documents, and 
safely shred them on-site. You can also recycle old electronics like computers, 
phones, and hard drives. It’s FREE and the Greater Baton Rouge Food 
Bank will also be accepting donations and nonperishable food items at this 
event.  

Protect your information. Declutter your space. Give back to your community. 
 

 

We encourage everyone to stay engaged with local happenings and 
upcoming meetings. If you have ideas for speakers, topics, or other ways 
in which the Federation can support your association, 
email fgbrca@gmail.com. 
 
Your participation helps shape our parish’s future…let us all work 
together in making East Baton Rouge Parish an even better place to live. 

Sherry Guarisco, Board President, sherryguarisco@gmail.com 
 

 

This message was sent to you by Federation of Greater Baton Rouge Civic Associations 
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